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NEXT MEETING DATE: April 14th, 2010

CLUB OFFICERS:

6:30–8:00 p.m.
Olbrich Botanical Gardens
3330 Atwood Ave. Madison, WI

President ..............................................................Matthew
Vice President ................................................................ Beau
Communications .............................................. Devon
Treasurer............................................................... Gary
Secretary/Librarian / Newsletter .............................Greg
Refreshments ........................................................Elaine
Past President ........................................................ Tim O

MEETING AGENDA: Sh o w Pr e Pa r a t io n , what makes a
bonsai display complete? Feature element: Accent plants.

It is Time to Put the Winter Behind Us
By: Matthew

“The palette is nature herself, the paintbrush your imagination
and the canvas your finished display.” -- Kevin Bailey
Dear Friends,
April has arrived and thus, spring is truly here. This is a
glorious time for most bonsai trees as the leaf buds swell and
our conifers get their color back. Even the tropical trees in
our windowsills are basking in the light of a full day.
If you still need to repot some trees, now is the time to do so.
March was cold enough that most outdoor trees were able to
stay dormant unless they were in a greenhouse. I suspect that
April will be warmer. During our March meeting, we talked
about repotting, but we were not able to really get into the
techniques involved in the process. If you have any questions about repotting, please don’t be shy. This is a crucial
step that can help to ensure the health of your trees. There
are a number of very knowledgeable members at every meeting who would love to share their tips and tricks with you.
The topic for this months meeting will be show preparation. Although we will have a meeting before our
annual show next month, it is good to have more
time to plan and make preparations. Bonsai shows
Inside This Issue
are a fun opportunity to get inspired and to show
off some of your own work. I’ve asked Ron to
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coincides with bonsai shows. We will look at different accent plants that can be displayed along
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side bonsai trees. Accent plants are intended to

compliment the overall aesthetics of a bonsai display. Ideally, the chosen plant should correspond
in some way to the tree it will be displayed with.
For example, a pine grown as if it lived high on
a mountain would be best displayed with a hardy
mountain dwelling accent plant species, while a
topical tree might look nice with a small orchid.
During the spring season, flowering accent plants
would be appropriate.
Bonsai shows offer a false sense of completeness. I
don’t mean this in a bad way. It’s true that a bonsai
tree as a piece of art is never truly finished. But if
you take time out of the equation, the tree becomes
an image that will be unique to the tree’s growth
and to your own feelings at the time of display.
The tree itself will not have reached completeness
but the image can.
I hope to see everyone at the upcoming meeting. I
have an idea for the summer that I’d like to intro- and sterilized tools in one area. Have more pots
duce. Until then, watch out for overnight frosts and available than you will need, cleaned and sterilized.
enjoy the weather.
And make sure that you have more than enough soil
prepared and ready to go the moment that you need
-Matthew
it. Nothing would make me more frustrated than
to get halfway through re-potting a tree and find
out that you have no soil left. I don’t think the tree
Spring is Here
would like it either. Watch your trees closely and
By: Greg
the tree will tell you when it is time to re-pot. The
most optimum time is as the buds start to swell, this
Spring is here at least at my house. I would ex- tells me that the tree is alive and beginning to wake
pect you to find similar signs around you, if you up from the winter, earlier and the roots could be
just look. These few crocus are all that remain of still dormant. If you start to see green leaves it is
the previous owners of our house, and every year too late. Depending on the type of tree you can get
they show up just as the snow melts away from the away with an earlier re-potting just be mindful of
house. Soon the buds on your bonsai will start to the tree care after the process.
swell, and new leaves will begin to uncurl.
Bonsai at this time of year are dormant and are
Time is upon us and if you are planning on re-pot- quite drab looking, except for evergreens and a few
ting some of your trees, now is the time to prepare deciduous trees with colorful bark. There are a few
for it. If you can a written plan would be optimal. exceptions to this and a shrub that would make a
Start gathering together the equipment you will pleasant bonsai with interesting winter and spring
need. Things will go smoother and cause less stress appeal is the humble Forsythia. For most of the
for your trees. Have all of your sharpened, cleaned,
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the plant. To increase the number of plants you can
successfully root cuttings taken in the summer.
Good luck, like I said before Forsythia is a native
plant and could make a good bonsai with a little
work.
-Greg

Sammy the @#$##
Neighborhood Squirrel
By: Greg

year I find this plant quite blah but in the spring
they are covered in splendid yellow flower, before
they or any other tree leafs out. Forsythia in this
area is a common landscape plant, easily obtainable and very hardy, thus making it an interesting
subject for bonsai.
As with all shrubs it is slow to develop a single
stem, so finding one already established in your
neighbors garden would be best. Most found in
landscape nurseries will have multiple weak stems
so careful searching is needed. I have found some
Forsythia bronxiensis to have well developed
trunks as well as being dwarf makes a nice specimen. General bonsai soil will work but they prefer
to have moist feet. They do not handle drying out
very well. As they get dry their branches will begin
to droop, so this can be a positive indicator that not
only they need to be watered but also the other surrounding bonsai probably need watering also. Forsythia that get full sunlight will flower more profusely and have more intense color, they do prefer
some shade during the hot dry summers. Roots are
quite fiberous and very prolific, needing to be cut
back hard during re-potting. Because of the fleshiness of the roots it is preferable as a bonsai to keep
the plant from freezing during winter. Because of
their need for water a deep bonsai pot is preferable.
Fertilize normally but at least once a week during
the growing season. The branches are hollow and
thus are brittle as they age, so wire branches while
they are young and supple. While the tree is growing the shoots elongate fast so diligence needs to
be taken to act fast before the nodes get to long,
prune back to one or two buds for best ramification. Re-potting is best done before it flowers, if not
then wait until flowering is done. Roots grow very
fast so yearly re-potting is necessary. There are few
diseases and even less insects that pose a threat to

Well the shoulder high snow drift is finally gone and
I can get to the trees that I decided to leave outside
in the back yard. All looks fairly well except where
Sammy the @#$# neighborhood squirrel decided to
yank out a few trees from my forest planting, even
the rabbits left all alone. Will need to clean the area
up before Sammy’s addled brain tells him to do some
excavation in my pots looking for forgotten walnuts.
Two projects I am looking at to accomplish yet this
spring are the rain barrel (I picked up a barrel two
years ago) and the cedar tree stand/shelf I actually did
make three years ago.
The rain barrel is fairly straight forward, flip it upside
down, cut a hole in the bottom/now top, cover with
screen, put plumbing in the threaded hole in the top/
now bottom, prop up on cement blocks near a down
spout and wall-ahh rain water for the trees(the wife
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will remind me to paint the thing, some how I don’t
think she likes the vibrant bright blue color). If anyone
is interested I can include a detailed account of the
transformation next month, by the way I found a really
nice rain barrel at Menard’s for under $100.00.
The cedar shelf that I built three years ago has held
up quite well, it is an 8 foot tall screen with the upper
part ventilated, two shelves are built in to display a
few bonsai. I wanted to put a narrow roof on top and
stain it with two colors of opaque stain, still unsure of
what colors to make it to give it more of a Japanese
feel(thinking a muted green and brick red). One of
the main problems here is the ease of access for my
friend, Sammy the @#$## neighborhood squirrel.
Sammy comes out of his nest (the neighbors attic),
tight wires it over to the massive walnut tree which
covers three city lots. With his belly full he tight wires
it over my way, over the heads of the neighbor kids
who do not notice him, teases another neighbors dog
which does see him, shinny’s down the old power
pole, through a cedar tree and onto the upper bonsai
shelf. He zig-zags across the shelf stopping to nibble
on a few leaves, sniffing the soils to see if there might
be a buried nut or two, and then gathers strength to tug
on one of the maple seedlings in my forest grove(boy I
sure fooled him- I wired the roots securely to the pot),
gives up doing that and heads to the pine tree tipping
over a few small pots on his way. He crosses over to

the neighbors picket fence and out to the road(in all
these years he has avoided successfully becoming
road pizza) and on to a maze of telephone wires(sure
thought we had him last year when there was a loud
explosion and the power went out for a few hours, not
so it was one of his addled brothers). In the afternoon
he reverses his migration. It is usually at this time I
meet up with Sammy as I am out watering, my water
hose has a lot of settings and one of them is a powerful pinpoint stream which I have tried many times to
knock him down off of the power line. Came close
a few times but no luck as he scurries off to his nest.
The attic hole he uses has more than a few holes in
it. The neighbor at that time chased him with his bow
and arrows putting many arrows into the siding of the
house. One day he came asking for a pellet gun, not
having one I sent him over to another neighbor. I think
there is a few pellet holes in the siding also. To top
this all off my wife spied him crossing our side yard
and yelled at him, I questioned her sanity at yelling
at some unknown person packing a pistol sneaking
through the back yard, at least the police were not
involved. Sammy still continues his rounds. I am seriously thinking Razor Wire.
Watch out for those varmints. Good Luck. See you
Thursday.
- Greg

Even G.I. Joe has had enough of the squirrels
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May 14 – 15 | 9 am – 4 pm | Olbrich Gardens
Demonstrations at 10 am and 1 pm | Free Admission
Olbrich Botanical Gardens, 3330 Atwood Avenue, Madison, WI
For more information please visit www.BadgerBonsai.net or email info@BadgerBonsai.net

