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NEXT MEETING:
March 9 | 6:30
Olbrich Botanical Gardens
3330 Atwood Ave., Madison, WI

MEETING AGENDA:
Bring Your Own Tree Workshop
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President .............................................................. Karl
Vice President .................................................... Brian
Treasurer ............................................................. Gary
Librarian/Communications ............................Devon
Refreshments ....................................................Elaine

if the temperature is chilly. March 9 is, IMHO,
too early to start working on your trees (unless
you are Ron with a greenhouse that has allowed
trees to wake up already), so I wouldn’t pick
your most favorite tree for this exercise.

To pot, or not to pot;
that is the question
There is also considerable disagreement about
whether one can style and repot at the same
time. (Who would have ever thought that
March 2017 Meeting
Bring Your Own Tree Workshop bonsai hobbyists would disagree on matters
of horticulture?) I’ve never thought this to be
Our monthly meeting on March 9 will be a BYO much of a problem. My belief is that there is a
workshop. I tried to find a nursery that could/ relative balance between foliage mass and root
would ship an order this early, but I found none.
So, you will have to supply your own tree. Bring
a tree, your tools, wire, and a plastic to cover
your work space. A turntable is also useful. If
you bring a tropical, be sure to cover it in plastic
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mass, and that as long as one removes roughly
the same percentage of each, the tree should
be happy. I can’t recall ever losing a tree and
thinking that the loss was the result of doing
both operations at the same time. However,
more recently I have heard very respected
bonsai teachers warn against doing both styling
and repotting at the same time. Who knows?
Do what works best for you.

I leave a few of my largest trees out during
the winter – they are too heavy for an old guy
to move. I pile snow around the bases and
the snow provides decent insulation. One of
these is a white cedar, and this year the deer
decided it needed browsing. I don’t know
if the tree will survive, as they ate most of
it. And because it was starting to look like a
nice bonsai, there wasn’t a lot of foliage on
it. Surprisingly, five feet away was another
white cedar with much more foliage. It was
untouched. I have a herd of between 3 and
8 deer that make regular rounds through the
neighborhood. They have a few favorite hosta
blossoms that they munch, and last fall they
chewed the tops off some on my cymbidium
orchids. Alas.

Since all of the cells in the tree rely on the
photosynthesis in the leaves and needles for
their energy needs, it seems (to me at least) that
severely reducing photosynthesis capability
would produce an inability to feed the existing
root system. The one practice that I am quite
sure about is that if you root-prune, you need to
reduce some of the foliage – or keep the tree in a
non-windy, higher humidity, not full-sun location
until the roots are functioning again. In my
experience with cuttings, if too many leaves are
left on the cutting, the cutting will fail - the leaves
are transpiring water faster than the cutting can
absorb water from the soil. Successful cuttings
have all the leaves removed except for a few. So
it is with our bonsai. If the roots have been cut
back and can’t supply the foliage with adequate
moisture, the tree is going to die.
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Bl ack Hil l s spr uce
While investigating potential sources for trees, I
came across several good articles about spruce
varieties. Most of you are familiar with our
black spruce – Picea mariana. It has probably
the shortest needles of all the spruce varieties.
It prefers to grow in wet
areas. In the northern
regions of Wisconsin
black
spruce
and
tamarack can usually
be seen growing in the
same wet environments.
With the first freeze
the tamaracks all turn
golden yellow, while the
spruce remain green. It
makes for a very pretty
sight. As nice a tree as
Picea mariana is, you probable aren’t going to
find it at most garden centers. My guess is that it
grows too slowly to be a good commercial plant,
and blue Colorado spruce is more attractive in
both form and color. What you can find at the
nurseries, however, is Black Hills Spruce. So
you might wonder, ‘what is the relationship
between black spruce and Black Hills spruce?’
Almost none, aside from both being spruce trees.
The Black Hills spruce is actually a variety of the
white spruce – Picea glauca. (Don’t you just love

botanical nomenclature? The Black Hills spruce
is actually a white spruce!) The scientific name,
then, for the Black Hills Spruce is Picea glauca
var densata. Here is what the Arbor Foundation
says about the Black Hills spruce: “The Black
Hills spruce is the state
tree of South Dakota,
and for good reason.
This variety of the
more widespread white
spruce is found naturally
only in southwest South
Dakota and a small
portion of northeast
Wyoming. In fact, it is
the only spruce native
to the Black Hills
region. While not as
widely known as other spruces, one tree expert
claims that it is “ornamentally superior to the
standard white spruce” and can be planted just
about anywhere that the more common Colorado
spruce will grow.” Arbor Foundation web site
Because spruce trees are frequently the first trees
to colonize barren land, it is thought that this
variety of spruce first appeared in the Black Hills
as the last glacial age came to an end 10,000
years ago.

etymology of the word ‘spruce’

I love words. So why do we call spruce trees ‘spruce trees’?
The word "spruce" entered the English language from the Polish Prusy, Prussia (a historical region, today part of Poland and
Kaliningrad Oblast). It became spruce because in Polish, z Prus ("from Prussia") sounded like "spruce" to English speakers and was
a generic term for commodities brought to England by Hanseatic merchants and because the tree was believed to have come from
Polish Ducal Prussia. – From Wikipedia
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Bonsai Internet Sites
I was sorting through old computer files and
came across this list of good internet sites for
bonsai. I didn’t check to see if they were all still
functional. So if you have lots of free time on
your hands, enjoy!

Blogs I Follow
• Roy Minarai Ceramics
royminarai.com
• Adam's Art and Bonsai Blog
adamaskwhy.com
• Bjorn Bjorholm
www.bjorvalabonsaistudio.com
• Nebari Bonsai
nebaribonsai.wordpress.com
• brendenstudio
brendenstudio.wordpress.com
• Valavanis Bonsai Blog
valavanisbonsaiblog.com
• Shohin Bonsai Europe - Morten Albek
shohin-europe.com
• ReelBonsai
reelbonsai.wordpress.com
• Peter Tea Bonsai
peterteabonsai.wordpress.com
• Bonsai Bark
bonsaibark.com

• Fujikawa International School of Bonsai
fujikawabonsaischool.wordpress.com
• Midwest Bonsai Society
midwestbonsaisociety.wordpress.com
• Bonsai Unearthed
bonsaiunearthed.com
• Japanese Bonsai Pots Blog
japanesebonsaipots.net
• Bonsai Tonight
bonsaitonight.com
• Walter Pall Bonsai Adventures
walter-pall-bonsai.blogspot.com
• Tyler Sherrod Bonsai
tylersherrodbonsai.wordpress.com
• Michael Hagedorn
crataegus.com
• Saruyama Blog
saruyama-bonsai.blogspot.com
• Bonsai & Yamadori from Tony Tickle
yamadori.co.uk

Brian B
As most of you already know, Brian and Diane
B are moving back to the west coast to be
closer to their children. So what is an awful loss
for our club, may be beneficial to you. Brian is
selling items and trees that won’t be making the
trip back to California. He will be able to tell
you what he has at our March meeting.

BBS Annual Dues
If you’ve not already paid your annual dues, now is the time.
To pay your dues, see Gary; Treasurer
Membership dues are
$25/year (individual)
or $35/year (family).
More information here:
badgerbonsai.net/membership
If your dues are still outstanding, please see
Gary soon and make arrangements.
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